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tinued to haunt the government through
the year. Even as it was struggling to dis-
pel this public perception, the govern-
ment’s problems were further com-
pounded with the arrival of the anti-graft
crusader Anna Hazare, whose unrelent-
ing movement for a strong Lokpal Bill
captured the nation’s imagination and
won him an unimaginable fan following.
The Congress’ isolation was complete
when opposition parties rallied behind
Anna Hazare and endorsed his proposals
on the Lokpal Bill, happy to concede their
political space to the social activist.

It is not that the government did not fol-
low up on its promise to initiate concrete
steps on tackling corruption. It did bring
in a slew of measures. These included
doing away with discretionary powers of
ministers, setting up of fast-track special
CBI courts, laying down a three-month
timeframe for sanctioning prosecution,
strengthening the Central Vigilance
Commission and a Bill to make pro-
curement by government agencies more
transparent. At the same time, the gov-
ernment worked feverishly on the Lok-
pal Bill, the Judicial Accountability Bill
and the Whistleblowers Bill to present
a comprehensive anti-graft legislative
framework. It also conceded to the

ter, were put behind bars, which would,
otherwise, have been unheard of, as the
UPA government depends on the DMK
for its survival. And yet, the govern-
ment failed to convince the people that
it was serious about combating corrup-
tion. Instead, the overwhelming per-
ception was that all this had been made
possible because of the active inter-
vention by the Supreme Court.

The government did not exactly cover
itself in glory by its shoddy handling of
the Anna Hazare and Baba Ramdev
movements. As surging crowds joined
Anna’s anti-corruption crusade, a panic-
stricken government conceded the
activist’s demand for a joint drafting com-
mittee on the Lokpal Bill. When talks
broke down and Anna decided to under-
take another indefinite fast, it launched an
unnecessary attack against him and later
arrested him. Roundly lambasted for
using repressive methods to deny a citi-
zen his fundamental right to protest, the
government will find it difficult to live
down this folly for years to come. In
another flip-flop, the government subse-
quently surrendered to the social activist.

In case of Baba Ramdev, the govern-
ment deputed four senior ministers to
negotiate with him, and when their talks

ment does function, Bills are routinely
stalled on some pretext or the other, while
the standing committees headed by oppo-
sition leaders are in no hurry to submit
their reports on time, holding up the gov-
ernment’s legislative agenda. 

While the Opposition can be faulted for
being obstructionist, the government also
needs to make a special effort to reach out
to it, as it needs the Opposition’s coop-
eration in the passage of key Bills, espe-
cially since the UPAdoes not have major-
ity in the Rajya Sabha. Not to forget the
long-pending demand for a separate state
of Telengana, which has also cast a long
shadow over the government.

The developments in the government
have not left the Congress party
untouched. The government has to deal
with the fallout of the scams and scan-
dals, which besieged the UPA, the Con-
gress party, and faces the prospect of
Anna campaigning against it in next
year’s Assembly polls in Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab and Uttarakhand. These elec-
tions are critical for the Congress, as it
desperately needs some reassurance that
it will be able to compensate for its loss-
es in the South. It registered a humili-
ating defeat in the Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry polls, and managed a wafer-
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government began strongly enough, it was soon bogged down by scams, scandals
deficit that made it look helpless and directionless towards the yearend
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