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M
OST students are
well aware of
streams like engi-
neering and medi-
cine, and post-grad-

uate degrees like the MBA.
But many fail to give any
thought to a BSc in Agricul-
ture, in spite of the fact that
agriculture is a part of the
NCERT syllabus for Class
XII for science stream stu-
dents. The demand for
trained professionals in the
field of agriculture is high. 

Knowledge based, eco-
friendly, and high tech pre-
cision agriculture has been
the next stage for which
efforts have been directed
by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR) and Agricultural
Universities (AUs) in plan-
ning, designing and execut-
ing the national agricultural
educational programmes.

Agricultural education
system is producing invalu-
able human resource and
every year about 15,000 stu-
dents enrol in undergradu-
ate courses. The students
have an option to choose
from 11 subjects in  under-
graduate degree courses in
agriculture and allied sci-
ences offered by the uni-
versities associated with
the ICAR. Admission to
most of the graduate pro-
grammes is on merit
through entrance examina-
tions conducted by ICAR
as All-India Entrance
examination for admission

(AIEEA-UG-2014). 
Many state universities in

India offer graduation in
agriculture wherein the eli-
gibility is pass in Class XII
with science subjects. 

You must have completed
your Plus II with physics,
chemistry, biology and
mathematics. Depending
on the university, the eligi-

bility varies in terms of a
PCB/PCMB/PCA/PCM com-
bination. These universities
conduct their own specific
tests for admission into
graduate programmes in
addition to the above stat-
ed AIEEA-UG and admis-
sion is granted on the
basis of performance in
the entrance examina-

tions or merit.
Engineering enthusiasts

can study Agricultural
Engineering. During the
last year of degrees stu-
dents can also opt for spe-
cialisation as per their
choice like Plant Breeding
and Genetics, Food Tech-
nology, Floriculture and
Landscaping, Horticul-
ture, Plant pathology,
Entomology, Soil science,
Agronomy etc. 

It is always advisable to
choose an institution,
which is a member of the
Indian Agricultural Univer-
sities Association (IAUA),
established to promote agri-
cultural research and edu-
cation in India. Universities
listed in the ICAR AIEEA-
UG prospectus come direct-
ly under ICAR and are gov-
erned by ICAR.  

the writer is Senior Research Fellow,
PAU, Ludhiana

Agriculture is the backbone of the economy of our region, and this
makes it a favourite career choice of hundreds of students

Greener pastures

Courses
❚ BSc. Agriculture 

(4-years) (Hons.) 

❚ BSc. Horticulture 
(4-years)

❚ BSc. Fishery (4-years) 

❚ BSc. Forestry (4-years)

❚ BSc. Sericulture (4-years)

Where to study
❚ Punjab Agricultural

University, Ludhiana

B.Sc. Agriculture 

Seats: 80

❚ College of Agriculture,
CCS Haryana
Agricultural University,
Hisar
B.Sc. Agriculture (4-years
❚ Dr. YSPUHF, Solan, 
B.Sc. Forestry (4-years).
Seats: 32

B.Sc. Forestry (4-years).
Seats: 25
❚ CSKHP Krishi
Vishvavidyalaya,
Palampur 
B.Sc. Agriculture (4-years)
❚ SKAUST, Kashmir
B.Sc. Agriculture 
(4-years)

B.Sc. Horticulture 
(four years)
B.Sc. Forestry  
(four years)
❚ Institute of Biotechnol-
ogy & Environmental
Sciences, Neri,
B.Sc. Forestry (4-years) 

B.Sc. Forestry (4-years) 
❚ Arni University, 
Kangra, HP
B.Sc. Agriculture 
(4-years)

❚ Khalsa College,
Amritsar
B.Sc. Agriculture
Seats: 100

❚ Brijindera college
Faridkot
B.Sc. Agriculture 
(4-ycears). Seats:  40

❚ Deon College, Bathinda
B.Sc. Agriculture 
(4-years). Seats: 80

❚ LPU, Jalandhar
B.Sc. Agriculture
(4-years). Seats: 100.

FIELD OPTIONS
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